8th Grade Language Arts/Social Studies
Mrs. Patterson
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Welcome to 8th grade language arts!  In this class you will work on improving your skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  

WHAT YOU WILL BE DOING

Some of the things that we will be doing this year include...

· Reading a variety of short stories, poetry, plays, novels and other selections

· Writing in a variety of forms such as paragraphs, essays, fiction, poetry, etc.

· Studying grammar and rules of punctuation

· Studying spelling and vocabulary

· Delivering speeches and oral presentations

· Completing various daily assignments, quizzes, tests, papers, and projects

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF YOU

My expectations for student behavior are simple.  All I ask is that you follow our 5 Star Model: 


Show Respect, Responsibility, & Restraint, 

Demonstrate Aspiration and have a Positive Attitude
Consequences for students who make poor behavior choices may include:


• Verbal warning/reprimand

• Think time









• Office Referral






• ISS (in school suspension)

• Parent contact



• OSS (out of schoolsuspension)


Standards Based Grading

Students in this class will be graded using a standards based grading system.

· Standards based grading measures what a student should know and be able to do at a particular grade level in a particular subject.   

· The standards for this class are based on the California Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
Types of Assessments used in this class

· Formative Assessments 
· Formative assessments are low-risk activities where students practice their skills on the standards.

· They are usually things like in class activities, worksheets, questions, quizzes, writing, small presentations, etc.

· They are used to track student progress over time and let the teacher, student, and parents know how a student is progressing toward meeting the standards. 

· Summative Assessments 
· Summative Assessments measure how well a student has mastered a standard after a period of time. 

· They are usually things like tests, essays, large projects, speeches, etc.    

· .”

· Grading Scale

A= 90-100









B= 80-89
C= 70-79

D= 60-69

F= anything below 60%








· Work Habits/Success Skills

· Students will receive scores for work habits/success skills such as:

· Class participation

· Behavior & attitude

· On time work completion

· Use of class time

· Ability to work with others
Homework- You will be given daily/weekly homework. If classwork is not completed, it should be finished at home for homework.
· Late Work

· Since every assignment is valuable and important to student learning, I do accept work that is turned in late. 

· However, late work should not be a habit; it should be the exception for a student, or involve extenuating circumstances.  Choosing not to do your work on time and then expecting to be able to turn it in late is not a good study habit.    
· Students turning in late work will receive a lower score for on time work completion.  

· DO NOT WAIT until the end of the quarter and then try to make up many missed assignments at once! It is not my job to help you play catch-up
· There will be a cut off of 1 week prior to the end of each quarter/semester for late or resubmitted work to allow the teacher time to calculate grades. 
· EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO TURN WORK IN ON TIME!  
Classroom Procedures for Distance Learning and In-Person
1. Upon entering class, please follow instructions for warm up/assignment quickly and quietly.

2. Entering classroom- You are to enter the classroom silently, and quickly get started on the assignment.

3. Sharpening Pencils- This year we will not have a classroom sharpener due to constant disruptions during teaching and learning time. However, you may bring your own personal sharpener with a lid. Sharpeners w/no lid will be confiscated.

4. It is your responsibility to come to school prepared with all materials and writing utensils.

5. Restroom/Water- You will be given 3 bathroom passes every trimester. Unused passes can be turned in at the end of the trimester for  extra credit points. Please feel free to bring your water bottles to class in case you get thirsty during class time.

6. Hand Signals- We will be utilizing specific hand signals this year in order to be more efficient & less distractive.

I am really looking forward to working with you!  If you have any questions about the above information, please don't hesitate to call me at school at 209-933-7493, or send me an email at kmaynardpatterson@stocktonusd.net.
I will also be using the” Remind” App for communicating with parents as needed. Parents please accept my text message as this is how I will communicate with you.

Please sign below to indicate that you have read and understand the above information, and then return this sheet to class by Friday.
______________________________

__________________________________

Student's name (please print)



Parent's name (please print)

______________________________

__________________________________

Student's signature




Parent's signature

